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I hope you take this opportunity today to share your why to spread the inclusive

movement and if you haven’t found your why yet that you might be able to find

a little piece of that here.

For too long individuals with intellectual disabilities have been hidden away in

the corners of society with little connection to the outside world. Until that

changes in every classroom and community across Arizona our mission is not

done.

Dear Friends:

Special Olympics Arizona is a resilient organization that has risen to the

challenge the last two years to continue to serve individuals with intellectual

disabilities in Arizona. Our return to sports in September of 2021 was met with

uncertainty and challenges. Navigating constantly changing mitigation measures

and mandates. However, we came back strong with only an average 35%

reduction in participation return rates and we are proud to have served over

12,000 athletes and partners in 14 different sports. Many things have changed

to get us to this point and will continue to change but one aspect that won’t

change is what drives us to continue to build this community up to ensure

inclusion for all. 

In 2007 I was first given the opportunity to work with an off-season bowling

league for individuals with intellectual disabilities. Feeling nervous would have

been an understatement. Yet, as I sat down to collect money and provide lane

assignments, I felt like I was home. For the first time I found a group of people

with so much skill, joy, and love that I instantly felt a part of their community. I

wasn’t judged on first impression because of my disability but on the friendship I

was willing to offer. From that day forward I have had a love for the mission and a

drive to see the organization become bigger and better so all individuals across

Arizona with an intellectual disability have a place to feel at home too. I attribute

my unwavering support to “my why” for being a part of this truly amazing

movement. What is your why?

LETTER FROM THE CEO
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Jamie Heckerman 

President & CEO

Sincerely,



AGENDA

Presentation of Colors
Tucson Police Honor Guard

 

National Anthem 

Invocation

Welcome

Paul Cicala, KVOA Sports Anchor

Opening Remarks and Acknowledgements

Jamie Heckerman
President & CEO of Special Olympics Arizona

LETR Guest Speaker
Chad Kasmar
Chief of Police, Tuscon Police Department

Speakers
Dr. Tamsa "Tammie" Bassford

Speakers

Ken Kundert
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SPEAKERS

EmCee
Paul Cicala, KVOA Sports Anchor

LETR Guest Speaker
Chief Chad Kasmar, Tucson Police Department

KVOA (NBC) anchor/reporter Paul Cicala has been nominated for multiple

Emmys in news and sports, and after a career that has taken him to Southern

California, Las Vegas, Texas and Mexico, Paul is proud to be back in the area

he was born and raised - Tucson. When Paul's not anchoring and reporting at

News 4 Tucson, he can be found at local gyms working out or playing

basketball. He also enjoys cultural activities, taking the quick drive south of

the border to Mexico, where he occasionally works on feature stories, and

volunteering with the community, particularly the Special Olympics, Banner

UMC and at multiple schools.

Chief Kasmar is a native of Tucson, Arizona. He came to the Tucson Police

Department in 2000, shortly after graduating from the University of Arizona.

Chief Kasmar oversees the Department’s four bureaus: Patrol Services,

Investigative Services, Administrative Services, and Special Services and

Innovation. Prior to being appointed Chief in 2021, he served as Interim

Director of the City’s Public Safety Communications Department, where he led

efforts to stabilize the department, reducing attrition and increasing staffing

while moving from a co-located but separate police and fire 911 call center to

a consolidated 911 call center. 

CHAMPION

SPEAKERS

“Competing
in Special
Olympics

Arizona makes
me feel

important.”
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SPEAKERS

Speaker: SOAZ Athlete
Ken Kundert, Special Olympics Arizona Athlete

Speaker: SOAZ Clinician & Volunteer  
Dr. Tamsen "Tammie" Bassford, Clinician

Ken Kundert has been participating in Special Olympics since 1982. Born in

Tacoma Washington, Ken became a transplant to Tucson AZ at the age of 10

years old. During his youth, Ken played multiple sports with Special Olympics

Arizona. Now that he’s getting a little bit older, Ken likes to do track and field,

tennis, bocce ball, and bowling. He bowls on Friday night’s and carries a 150

average.

For twenty-eight years Ken worked for Broadway Propper Retirement

Community where he started as a dishwasher and moved his way up to the

line as a prep cook. Ken loved working for the elderly residents and took great

pride in his job. Still wanting to give back, Ken then took a job as a caregiver

working with retired Veteran’s. He helped them with showering, cleaning their

homes, cooking and general needs for seven years. Ken currently works for

Tucson Unified School District as a Custodian. His favorite part of the job is

seeing the smiling faces of the elementary school kids while he works.

Tamsen “Tammie” Bassford is a family medicine physician and faculty member

at the University of Arizona. She is faculty in the Sonoran UCEDD. Dr

Bassford’s practice has a focus on adults with intellectual and developmental

disabilities, and she directs a primary care program for patients with these

diagnoses at the family medicine teaching clinic at Banner University South.

Dr. Bassford also teaches family medicine residents and University of Arizona

medical students about developmental medicine.

EMPOWERMENT

SPEAKERS

6

 
“Special

Olympics
empowers

me to be my
true self and

feel accepted.”
 

CONFIDENCE



SPONSORS

SPONSORS

The 10th Annual Tucson Breakfast with Champions would not have
been possible without the generous support of these sponsors.
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Linda Vasquez Dr. Rickey Williams



PRESENTING SPONSOR

SPONSORS
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LETR SPONSOR

SPONSORS
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SPONSORS

SPONSORS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

UNIFIED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“I love
building an
inclusive

and
unified

campus.”
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RELATIONSHIPS



TABLE CAPTAINS

ADVOCATE

TABLE CAPTAINS

“I like being
able to pick
people up

when
they’re
down.”
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FRIENDSHIPS

 
 

Alma Gallardo | Arizona Bilingual 

Anne Peters | Engel and Volkers

Barbara Zuniga | Sunnyside Vikings

Curt Stinson | Engel and Volkers

Danielle Bautista | Desert Diamond

Denise Ochoa-Puchi | Mercy Care

Ed Meyer | Marriott

Eric Stark | Banner Health

Ethan Widdes | Frito 

Heather Wuelpern | Tucson Chamber

Irlanda Cuevas | Hughes Federal 

     Credit Union

James Stover | AZ Complete Health

Jeff Swanson | Flowing Wells Jr High

Jen Wolf | Geico

Jim Click | Jim Click Automotive

Joe Curran | LETR

Joe Hickle | Tucson Conquistadores

Kim Messinger | Tucson Police       

     Department

Linda Barefoot | Civitan

MaryAnn Kozlowski | DentaQuest

Matt Watza | Tucson Conquistadores

Nick Fuentes | Tucson Roadrunners

Raul Grijalva | Grijalva Office

Rick and Sam Brown | Team Mocha

Roxanne Ayers | Jim Click Automotive

Sandy Roberson | Vail Trailblazers

Tammie Bassford | Center of Excellence,      

     University of Arizona

Wade Shultz | Pepsi

Wayne Burns | Elks



Upcoming Tucson
Competitions
12/1 - 12/3 Bowling
12/17 Soccer
2/25 Basketball & Cheer
3/18 Tennis
4/8 Track and Field

SPONSORS

SPONSORS
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SPONSORS

SPONSORS
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SPONSORS

SPONSORS
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YOU HAVE THE POWER 
TO LIFT MANY!

This is a DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR TAX CREDIT,
up to the amount of the credit, not just a
deduction, but a reduction of your income tax
payable.

It presents an incredible opportunity to make
a donation at a net zero cost.

100% of your donation goes directly to your
selected qualified charity organization,
Special Olympics Arizona.

This is independent from the Public and
Private School tax credits. If qualified, you can
earn all three!

You do not have to itemize to qualify.

Special Olympics Arizona is a
qualified State Charitable Tax
Credit organization.
Code 20882

Consider donating TODAY: $400
for individuals and $800 for
married couples filing jointly.

DONATE TODAY!

AZ TAX
CREDIT
HOW IT WORKS


